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A brief summary of 

President’s Report 2008: 
Membership stands at 287 with 29 new 
members. 

Player Numbers increased by 3.3% to 3908 
tables. 

Financial position is cash positive for the year 
by $14,766. 

Budget: costs increased by 7%. Income 
increased 5.3%. 

Bridgemate implementation, 100% funded by 
Qld Govt. Gambling Community Fund, has 
been difficult but worth it, with more accurate 
scoring, immediate results and a new, faster 
computer and the overhead projector. 

Advertised finishing times will be observed. 

Web Site now first class and always kept up to 
date. 

Future:  Additional car parking spaces, 
currently being worked on, should be available 
later in the year. No major projects planned for 
2009. Acknowledgements: Thanks to all 
those people making day to day operation of 
the club possible and thanks to all members, 
for their patience and friendliness which 
makes Arana such a welcoming club. 

David Lehmann 
 
Tragic Drowning: 

Club members will be saddened to hear that 
Brandi Allen, the 12 year old granddaughter of 
Life Member Judy Valentine, tragically 
drowned in the recent Caboolture River 
flooding. We extend our sympathies to Judy 
and her family.  

DIRECTORS’ CORNER: 
 

Opening lead out of turn: 
When the Director is called after an opening 
lead has been made from the wrong hand, it 
can be very confusing for Declarer to decide 
what the best option is for him to take for his 
side. 

To Accept the Lead: 

(a) Declarer can accept the lead and still be 
declarer, but the dummy’s hand goes down 
before declarer plays to the trick. 

(b) Declarer can accept the lead and be 
Dummy. i.e. Declarer’s hand goes on the table 
and his partner now becomes the new declarer. 
The trick then continues in normal rotation. 

To NOT Accept the Lead: 

The lead must now come from the correct 
hand. 

(a) Declarer can ask that the card from the 
correct hand MUST be of the same suit as the 
card incorrectly led. The incorrect lead card is 
then returned to the offender’s hand.  

(b) Declarer can ask that the card from the 
correct hand must NOT be of the same suit as 
the card incorrectly led. The incorrect lead 
card is then returned to the offender’s hand. 

(c) Declarer can ask the correct hand to lead 
any card they wish, in which case, the card 
incorrectly played stays on the table AND 
becomes a major penalty card which has to be 
played at the first legal opportunity. 

Val Cran 
Director 

 

ARANA 
Contract Bridge Club Inc 

The Friendly Club 

 March-April 2009 Vol 23 No 2 



 

Arana Contract Bridge Club 2 March-April 2009 

Tony's Tricks and Trumps: 
 

RESPONDER'S REBID 
 
The essence of responder’s rebid is to give 
direction to the contract. In doing so you 
should consider your course of action before 
selecting your first bid. 

With 6-9 points you have only one bid unless 
your partner forces you to bid again. 

With 10-11 points you must make a second 
bid.  

With 8-9 points you may bid once more if 
partner makes a strong bid urging you to 
proceed. 

e.g. You hold:  ♠xxx  ♥Axxxx  ♦xx  ♣Axx 

Partner bids 1D. You respond 1H. 
   “ 2D. “  ? 

Partner’s hand is minimum . Your hand does 
not qualify for a rebid. Pass. Don’t press on 
with your week 5 carded Heart suit. Without H 
support partner is forced to 2NT or 3D neither 
of which you want. 

e.g. You Hold:  ♠QJx  ♥Axxxx  ♦xx  ♣Axx 
in the above bidding sequence. 

Your hand is worth 11 points in NT. You 
must make a second bid as the partnership may 
have 25/26 points. You make one more move 
towards game. Rebid 2NT. 

Partner opens: 1S You respond lNT  
 “ rebids: 2NT  “   ? 

Partner is showing a 16/17 point hand. With a 
good 8/9 points raise to 3NT. Eg: with 

1. ♠xx  ♥l0xx  ♦KQxx  ♣Kxxx: 
You have a good 8 points. Raise to 3NT. 

2. ♠xx  ♥Qxx  ♦Kl0xx  ♣Kxxx: 
A poor 8 points. Pass. 

What distinguishes a good 8/9 from a poor 
8/9 points? Generally honour cards 
concentrated in one or two suits will 
produce more tricks than honours scattered 
over several suits. 

When your hand is well suited to NT, which 
partner has bid, don’t waste time passing on 
needless information that you hold a 
rebiddable suit. Eg you hold as responder: 

♠xx  ♥Axx  ♦AKJxx  ♣Jxx 

Partner opens 1C. You bid 1D. Partner rebids 
lNT. 

You hold 13 points. Don’t be deterred by 
your worthless Spade suit. You may assume 
partner has the suit covered (surely there are 
points in both ♠ & ♣). Bid 3NT. If you rebid 
3D you would be denying a hand suitable for 
NT and partner could be expected to pass. 
Don’t be tempted to bid 4♦ or 5♦ as your 
hand is flattish and 3NT will be missed. 

Responder clarifies his raise. 

Opener bids 1S. You respond 2S. 
   “ 3S. “  ? 

Opener is showing a good 16 point hand 
Responder’s 2S bid will have already included 
distribution points. As responder you hold: 

1. ♠Qxxx  ♥xx  ♦AQxx  ♣xxx 
2. ♠Kxx  ♥xxx  ♦AQx  ♣xxxx 

With hand one bid 4S (a sound 9 points). With 
hand two, again game is available but you 
have no trumping values. As it is a balanced 
hand, try 3NT. Opener will select either pass 
or bid 4S. 

Say opener bids 1D, you respond 2D and 
partner bids 3D. What is Your rebid? 

Opener’s 3D rebid must promise more than a 
basic hand otherwise a single raise in a minor 
suit is pointless. Also opener could be 
interested in a NT game so she can’t raise to 
4D as this would bypass 3NT. Say as 
responder you hold: 

 ♠Kx  ♥xx  ♦Axxx  ♣Qxxx. 

With 9 points you should try for game in NT 
even with an unstopped suit. Surely partner 
has some strength in the suit as your HCPs are 
elsewhere. Bid 3NT. 

Tony Agar 



 

Arana Contract Bridge Club 3 March-April 2009 

 

PROFILE: Pearl Cowie 
My mother, Winifred Pearl Cowie, was born 
on the 19th October l9l4.It is hard to imagine 
what her parents had to endure on that day. 
They travelled 18 mile by horse and sulky 
from their home at Swanfels to the hospital in 
the township of Kilarney.  

Pearl grew up on the family farm and attended 
the little one-teacher school at Swanfels. Her 
parents, of Swedish descent, pioneered the 
land and really struggled to provide for a 
family of 5 children. She was a very bright 
student but had no opportunity to attend high 
school as she was the oldest daughter, required 
to stay at home helping round the house and 
farm. 

Tennis was an important recreation for small 
farming communities and Pearl was a good 
player. Through Tennis, she met Alan, her 
husband to be. Their romance was conducted 
through letters delivered via the local, daily, 
Milk lorry. 

Alan and Pearl married in 1938 and lived on 
the Cowie farm at Wiyarra. I remember well 
the tennis court they built there. Pearl made 
sure Alan improved his tennis skills and 
together they competed with success in local 
events. Lawn bowls followed tennis and she 
and Alan were founding members of 
Tannymorel Bowls Club. Pearl was later 
honoured with life membership. 

Pearl was again required to share in all the 
farming and household duties as well as 
milking cows, morning and afternoon. I was 

the oldest of 4 children. Life was difficult 
enough but tragedy struck when her 2nd son 
John was diagnosed with a brain tumour at 2 
years of age. He died 4 years later. My sisters, 
Heather and Val, have both been successful in 
their chosen careers. 

The farm was sold in 1967 and Pearl and Alan 
moved to the Gold Coast to enjoy their 
retirement but within 2 years Alan died 
suddenly. After 5 more years at Southport 
Pearl moved to The Gap to be near her 
daughters. The Ashgrove Bowls Club became 
her life. She was well known as a fine bowler 
and won several championships. 

Bridge only came into her life in the mid-
seventies. She loves the game and I'm sure her 
life has been extended by the friendships and 
challenges that Bridge has to offer. 

I regret that for 19 years of my teaching career 
my family was located so far away in North 
Queensland. By the time we relocated to 
Brisbane in 1988 we had 5 children but we had 
always kept in touch with Pearl. She has 
always been a tower of strength to all our 
families which includes 9 grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren. 

She knows that her name will not appear in 
history books but to those who know her, she 
is an unsung hero. George Essex Evans’ last 
line of his well-known poem, could easily 
apply to my mother: 

“The hearts that won the nation were the 
Women of the West.” 

Ray Cowie 
 

♣ ♦ Important Phone Numbers ♥ ♠ 
Clubhouse Phone Number: (07) 3851 0299 
Email address:  aranabridge@netspace.net.au 
Results:  www.aranabridgeclub.com 
President:  David Lehmann 3205 7276 
Vice-president:  Val Acklin 3851 3050 
Secretary:  Tony Agar  3851 1362 
Treasurer:  Gay Hull 3300 2050 
Committee members:  
 Gary Lynch 3300 9472 
 Jan McRobbie 3355 2425 
 Terry Nowitzki 3851 3363 
 Carole Vardy 3366 5397 
 Liz Marshall 3511 7791 
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EDITOR 
Lynley Mason 
Phone: 3300 6171 
e-mail address: domason@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
NEXT ISSUE read about 
Ken and Mariele Hooper's adventurous life. 
 
 
A note re Margaret Dancer Obituary: 

I was delighted to read the excellent obituaries 
for Margaret provided by her old friends the 
Matthews and the Cutmores.  

There was one small error in Rosemary and 
Robert’s work that should strictly be corrected 
if only because it takes credit from another 
person. 

Margaret did not write the first web-site for the 
club. It was written by a lady from the 
Toowong Bridge Club. Our club was short of 

cash at the time and this lady offered to do it at 
no cost because with no formal programming 
training she was looking for the practice. 

Margaret’s background as a very good 
assembler programmer (she wrote the 
wharfies’ payroll programme for almost the 
entire Brisbane waterfront at the age of 19) 
made it easy for her to do some temporary 
improvements. She was delighted when the 
latest generation of the club’s web-site arrived 
some time later. 

We should all be grateful for the first version 
which acted as a prototype to find out what 
was really needed. 

Bob Dancer 
 
 
 
Check out our club web-site at- 

www.aranabridgeclub.com 
 
 


